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Angel Flight in action

Angel Flight NZ, www.angel!ightnz.co.nz, founded in New Zealand in 
2011 by AOPA member Lance Weller, was established to help those with 
health/"nancial and travelling issues to get to medical appointments in 
the main centres. This is the story of one such !ight.

2Q� UHFHLYLQJ� DQ� HPDLO� UHTXHVW� WR� GH�
OLYHU� D� VL[� \HDU� ROG� ER\� DQG� KLV�PRWKHU�
IURP� 'DUJDYLOOH� WR�$XFNODQG¶V� 6WDUVKLS�
+RVSLWDO�� DQG� DV� KH�ZDV� WR� JR� EDFN� WKH�
VDPH� GD\�� ,� DSSOLHG� IRU� ERWK� OHJV�� 0\�
UHTXHVW� ZDV� DFFHSWHG� DQG� ,� ZDV� VFKHG�
XOHG� WR�SLFN� WKHP�XS�IURP�'DUJDYLOOH�DW�
����DP����-XO\�ZLWK�P\�ZLIH�-XG\�NHHQ�
WR�FRPH�DQG�DVVLVW��
:H�DUULYHG�DW�$UGPRUH�$LUSRUW�WR�WKLFN�

IRJ��WKH�GD\�IRJ�OHG�WR�WRWDO�GLVUXSWLRQ�RI�
DLU�VHUYLFHV�RXW�RI�$XFNODQG���D�SKRQH�FDOO�
WR�0XUUD\�)RVWHU�DW�WKH�1RUWKHUQ�:DLURD�
$HUR�&OXE� FRQ¿UPHG� D� VLPLODU� VLWXDWLRQ�
LQ�'DUJDYLOOH��:H�JRW�WKH�����UHDG\��WD[�
LHG�WR�WKH�UXQ�XS�DUHD�DQG�GLG�DOO�WKH�SUH�
ÀLJKW�VWXII��%HLQJ�LQ�WKH�&OHYHGRQ�9DOOH\��
$UGPRUH� LV� IRUWXQDWH� LQ� WKDW�D�VOLJKW�VHD�
EUHH]H� IURP� WKH� FRDVW� RFFDVLRQDOO\� OLIWV�
WKH�IRJ��:LWK�FRQ¿UPDWLRQ�IURP�0XUUD\�
WKDW� LW�ZDV�DOVR� OLIWLQJ� LQ�'DUJDYLOOH��ZH�
WRRN�DGYDQWDJH�RI�RSSRUWXQLW\�DQG�VHW�RII�
$LUERUQH�ZH�ZHUH� RQ� WRS� LQ� EHDXWLIXO�

ZHDWKHU��FDOP�DQG�FOHDU��7KH�IRJ�VWRSSHG�
DW�WKH�:HVW�&RDVW�EXW�DOO�RI�$XFNODQG�ZDV�
VPRWKHUHG��ZH�ZDWFKHG�WKH�ELJ�MHWV�GRLQJ�
WKHLU�JR�URXQGV�

,Q� MXVW� XQGHU� DQ� KRXU� ZH� ODQGHG� DW�
'DUJDYLOOH� DQG� PHW� $QJHO� )OLJKW� &R�
RUGLQDWRU��5RQ�0LOOHU�ZKR�KDG�ÀRZQ�KLV�
8OWUD� /LJKW� IURP�:KDQJDUHL� WR�PHHW� XV�
DQG� RXU� SDVVHQJHUV�� -RVHSK�7HEEXWW� DQG�
KLV�PRWKHU��(ULFD��5RQ�KDG�EHHQ�EXV\�UH�
DUUDQJLQJ�DSSRLQWPHQW�WLPHV�DV�ZH�ZHUH�
UXQQLQJ�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�ODWH�GXH�WR�WKH�IRJ�
-RVHSK� KDV� PXOWLSOH� FRQJHQLWDO� KHDOWK�

LVVXHV� DQG� KDV� D� ZKHHOFKDLU�� +H� LV� VL[�
DQG� ¿UPO\� WROG� PH� KH� ZRXOG� EH� VHYHQ�
YHU\�VRRQ��$�WUXO\�GHOLJKWIXO�\RXQJ�FKDS�
ZKR� DOVR� KDV� D� WZLQ� VLVWHU� ZKR�� WKDQN�
IXOO\��GRHV�QRW�VKDUH�KLV�FRQGLWLRQ��(ULFD��
-RVHSK¶V�PXP��LV�RQH�RI�WKRVH�SHRSOH�\RX�
FDQ� RQO\� DGPLUH� IRU� KHU� GHGLFDWLRQ� DQG�
FRPPLWPHQW��/RQJ�FDU�WULSV�DUH�RXW�RI�WKH�
TXHVWLRQ� IRU� -RVHSK� EHFDXVH� RI� VSHFLDO�
IHHGLQJ�DUUDQJHPHQWV�RYHU�VKRUW�SHULRGV�
:LWK�0XP�DQG�-RVHSK�VWUDSSHG�LQ�DQG�

WKH�ZKHHOFKDLU�LQ�WKH�EDFN��ZH�ZHUH�RII��
-RVHSK�JDYH�XV�D�UXQQLQJ�FRPPHQWDU\�RQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ�KH� FRXOG� VHH� IURP� WKH�SODQH��
%DFN� DORQJ� WKH�:HVW�&RDVW� DQG� ODQGLQJ�
DW� D� QRZ� FOHDU�$UGPRUH� �$XFNODQG� VWLOO�
IRJ�ERXQG���ZH�GHOLYHUHG�RXU�SDVVHQJHUV�
WR�7HG�/HQJ��WKH�YROXQWHHU�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�

�NQRZQ� DV� DQ� µ(DUWK� $QJHO¶�� ZKR� ZDV�
WDNLQJ�WKHP�WR�6WDUVKLS�
7KUHH� KRXUV� ODWHU�7HG� KDG� -RVHSK� DQG�

(ULFD� EDFN� WR� WKH� DLUSRUW� IRU� WKHLU� WULS�
KRPH��DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�:D\QH�6FRWW��$V�
WKH� IRJ� KDG� ¿QDOO\� FOHDUHG� ZH� GHFLGHG�
WR� JR� RYHU� WKH� FLW\� WR� VKRZ� -RVHSK� WKH�
6N\WRZHU� DQG� (GHQ� 3DUN�� WKH� +DUERXU�
%ULGJH� DQG� HDVW� FRDVW�� :H� JRW� -RVHSK�
FRXQWLQJ�VZLPPLQJ�SRROV� WR�JLYH�KLP�D�
MRE��GR�\RX�NQRZ�KRZ�IDU�D��\U�ROG�FDQ�
FRXQW"��� ,Q� MXVW� XQGHU� DQ� KRXU�ZH�ZHUH�
EDFN� RQ� WKH� JURXQG� LQ� 'DUJDYLOOH� DQG�
-RVHSK�DQG�(ULFD�ZHUH�RQ�WKHLU�ZD\�KRPH�
,W� ZDV� KXPEOLQJ� WR� VHH� VXFK� D� KDSS\�

NLG�� GHVSLWH� PDMRU� SUREOHPV� UHTXLULQJ�
VHULRXV� WUHDWPHQWV�� )RU�(ULFD�� WKH�$QJHO�
)OLJKW� DYRLGHG� D� YHU\� WLULQJ� DQG� GLVUXS�
WLYH�WKUHH�GD\��WZR�QLJKW�URXQG�WULS��)RU�XV�
LW�ZDV�EDFN�WR�$UGPRUH�ZLWK�D�IHHOLQJ�RI�
VDWLVIDFWLRQ� WKDW�ZH¶G�PDGH�D�GLIIHUHQFH�
WR�WKLV�OLWWOH�JX\¶V�OLIH��DQG�KDG�EHHQ�DEOH�
WR�GR�LW�GRLQJ�ZKDW�ZH�ORYH�EHVW��À\LQJ�
,¶OO�EH�RQ�WKH�ORRNRXW�IRU�DQRWKHU�FKDQFH�

WR�PDNH�D�GLIIHUHQFH��DQG�HQFRXUDJH�RWK�
HUV� WR� UHJLVWHU� ZLWK� ZZZ�DQJHOÀLJKWQ]�
FR�Q]�DQG�FRPH�RQ�ERDUG�
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